


(Jackson et al., 2020). For the purpose of this essay, we focus on the first two definitions of abolition:

complete dismantling of the Leviathan, or incremental defunding.

For Hobbes, the abolition of the police would allow for the return to the dreaded state of nature,

where “every man is enemy to every man” (Hobbes, 1651, p. 78). In absence of strict law enforcement,

without “public officers, armed, to revenge all injuries” committed against law-abiding civilians, the good

will of the public would be put to the harshest test (Hobbes, 1651, p. 78). After all, under Hobbesian

assertions, the logical conclusion of such police abolition would result in anarchy and a “poor, nasty,

brutish and short” life (Rosen, 2000, p. 86). Thus, Hobbes proclaims our only “reasonable opm
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and discrimination, while wasting billions of dollars that could be spent on public welfare. The call to

abolish law enforcement “is not only intuitive, but also justifiable” (McDowell & Fernandez, 2018, p.

380). Hobbes' political theory fails on all fronts to best activists calls for police abolition.

Conclusion

The urgency of police abolition in America is undeniable. Whilst the Hobbes Leviathan attempts

to preserve a safe and prosperous society, discrimination, death and an ineffective policing agency are

unavoidable symptoms of the state. The abuse and societal degradation associated with the Leviathan

across many jurisdictions in the United States, demonstrate forcefully that there must be a better avenue

for crime regulation. While few advocates recommend complete abolishment of the police - the majority

understand a significant curtailment is right and better than the oppres�䐀t r
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